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general evasions; and a debate may be prolonged without
producing any clear view of the subject, or any satisfac-
tory decision of a single question: I shall, therefore, en-
deavour to range my objections in order, and, by examin-
ing singly every paragraph of the bill, show the weakness
of some expedients, the superfluity of others, and the
general unfitness of the whole to produce the protection
and security intended by it.

In the first clause alone may be found instances of all
the improprieties which I have mentioned to your lordships.
It is proposed that in a time of war between this empire
and any other state, such a number of ships shall be em-
ployed as cruisers or convoys in the Channel, as the admi-
ralty shall judge most proper for that purpose. What is
this, my lords, but to continue to the admiralty the power
which has been always executed ? "What is it but to enact
that the ships shall be stationed in time of war as the com-
missioners of the admiralty shall determine and direct ?

Of these ships, it is farther enacted, that they shall be
careened three times a-year, or oftener if there shall be
occasion; but it is not declared who shall judge of the ne-
cessity of careening, or who shall be punished for the neg-
lect of it when it is requisite, or for the permission or com-
mand of it when it is superfluous.

There is yet another regulation, my lords, in this clause,
which ought not to be passed without remark. It is pro-
vided, that the sailors employed in the cruisers and con-
voys in the Channel, shall not be turned over but to other
cruisers and convoys; by which, I suppose, it was intended,
that our outguards should be prevented from being weak-
ened, and that our merchants should never be destitute of
protection; an end truly laudable, and which deserves to
be promoted by some establishment better concerted. The
expedient now proposed, seems to have been contrived
upon the supposition that the admiralty may not always be
very solicitous for the safety of the merchants, and thai,
therefore, it is necessary to secure them by a law from the
danger of being deprived of protection; for, upon the pre-
sent establishment, the removal of men from one ship to